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CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION (CPE)

Each year every judge must turn in the “Annual CPE Record” form to the State Coordinator (see below).  The form and the requirements can be found on usa-gymnastics.org/women/judges.  There is also information in Rules and Policies, p.66.  This is the “Cliff Note” version.

Who has to do this?  Every judge who had a rating on Aug. 1, 2010, must turn one in.  If you are a new judge who obtained your rating after Aug.1, you do not have to turn in a CPE form this year.  If you tested up after Aug. 1, use the rating you held on Aug. 1.

Where do I get credits?  At least half of your required credits must come from certified clinics.  You need to have the “Clinic CPE Credit” form signed at every clinic, each session.  I would suggest using a different card for each clinic and putting it in a safe place.  There is also a “Misc. CPE form” for activities such as volunteering and coaching. 

How many credits do I need?  It depends on your rating, again, as of Aug. 1.

What if I have more credits than I need?   You can carry over extra clinic credits only to the next year.  The number depends on your level.  If you are a new judge who obtained a rating after Aug. 1 and went to clinics after that, you may use those clinic credits for your 2011 form.

What if I don’t have enough credits?  You must be current in order to be assigned to USAG competitions.  If there is an extreme shortage and you may be assigned, but you will be paid $5.00 less an hour than your regular rate.  You also need to be current in order to test up to L. 9 or 10.  Even if you don’t have enough credits, turn in the form to your CPE coordinator.  When you get enough credits (maybe from going to a Sept. clinic), redo the form and send in the corrected form.

What about summer credits?  Many of the clinics we attend are in the summer.  Summer credits (June and July) can be used for either 2009 CPE’s or 2010 CPE’s.  You can also split the summer credits.  For example, if you went to a clinic in July and received 10 credits, you could use 4 for 2009 and 6 for 2010.

What do I need to turn in?  The only form you turn in is the “Annual CPE Record.”  Keep the original proof of credits.

Why do I need to keep the proof?  USAG randomly audits some judges.  If you are audited, you will need to send copies of your signed cards.

Who is my State Coordinator?  OH – Carol Arnaut, MI – Augusta Lipsey, KY – Carole Liedtke, IN – Judy Kemp, IL – Hilary Carlson.
What if I have more questions?  Contact your CPE Coordinator or your State Judging Director.

(Proposal to the Region 5 USAG Board, June, 2010)

REGION 5 TRAINING CAMP – JUDGES

PROPOSAL:


CHANGES FOR HIGH TECH AND HOT SHOT CAMPS ONLY:  Char, Dave Rawles, and Hilary will review the judges available for High Tech and Hot Shot Camps.  One judge (the “head judge” for lack of a better term) will be assigned to each event (vault, bars, beam, and floor) to assist the master clinician.  

Judges will assist by

1. Answering judging questions (e.g.,  what the deductions would be for specific errors, connections, bonus, etc.,)

2. Give input to gymnasts if they see recurring mistakes

3. Other tasks that the clinician feels would be beneficial to the gymnast

Judges will not
1. Offer technical advice (unless they are also coaches and are asked by the clinician)

2. Change routines 

3. Give unsolicited advice

In addition


Head judges will be available to help other judges who attend see techniques, training methods, and help them to see great vs. good vs. poor performances.  This should not take away from assistance to gymnasts and gymnasts’ training.  Judges will not ask coaches to have gymnasts do specific things, but will observe what is being done already.  If necessary we may need to assign 2 judges to each event to accommodate this procedure.

LOGISTICS:

1. One or two judges will be assigned each day to one of the 4 events and the judging rotation if applicable, as the “head judge.”   They will be responsible to report at the same time as all clinicians and stay to the end of the day at the assigned event.

2. Any other judges wanting to attend need to sign in with a head judge before the rotations start.  They may rotate to another event or stay at an event at the end of each rotation.  Judges must stay near enough to hear and see what is going on.  Discussions should be limited to that event.

3. All judges, whether head judges or those who are watching, will be given credit for having worked a camp if they were there the entire day.

4. All expenses (travel, room, food) for judges are their personal responsibility.  Many judges will be able to use professional benefits to help defray any costs.  If this is successful, perhaps state and regional NAWGJ accounts could help.

RATIONALE:


There are 3 major areas of judges’ education:  knowledge of rules, understanding current trends and techniques, and the application of that knowledge in a meet situation.  Judges who are also coaches who regularly see high level gymnastics generally need more practice judging than anything.  This is because often they are coaching more during the season and judging few meets.  Judges who are not coaches or are coaches who do not have many high level gymnasts in their gym generally need to see more gymnastics in a practice situation.  I feel we have many good clinics with practice judging (local clinics, regional and nation NAWGJ symposiums and regional and national congress), but we are lacking in-gym situations where judges can learn from coaches.  Since Region 5 training camps, particularly High Tech and Hot Shot, have an abundance of excellent gymnasts and coaches, this could be an excellent learning experience for judges.
SYMPOSIUM COMING TO REGION V!!


The NAWGJ National Symposium will be held July 15-17, 2010 at the Eaglewood Resort and Spa in Itasca, IL (a western suburb of Chicago).  To see the schedule and get other information, go to nawgj.org.


As part of our 35th birthday celebration we will be honoring some of our “retired” friends, including Yvonne Hodge, Nancy Hulshult, Delene Darst, and Joanne Aschenbrenner.  (Apparently there is life after judging, but don’t get any ideas!)


On Sunday, July 18, we will be offering all levels of the judging test and a safety certification course.  Go to usa-gymnastics.org to register.


IT’S A BIRTHDAY!  IT’S A PARTY!
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GOLF!!!!


TOURNEY





Region V needs YOU - anyone who will swing a club, whether or not you actually hit the ball!  Thurs. night, July 15, there will be a golf tournament in conjunction with Symposium.  (Reg. 5 vs. 4 vs. 3, etc.)  It’s all in fun and should be a great time.  To sign up, please contact Sandy Oldham at sewoldh@sbcglobal.net.














�





FORMS, FORMS, FORMS!





Who has more forms to fill out than judges??!!  Here’s a summary.  For more information, see p. 2.


CPE (Continuing Professional Education): due June 30 to your state CPE Coordinator.


Training Camp Volunteer:  If you would like to volunteer to help at Regional Training Camps or come to learn, the form is due July 15.  There are new opportunities.  Read p. 4.


Professional Involvement Form:   The new form is not on line yet, but it should be soon. Due Sept. 1.  


 Memberships:  Double check all you dates!





  





Hilary Carlson


hilarycarlson@comcast.net





PROFESSIONAL INVOLVEMENT FORMS


 	


	To be eligible to judge Regional and State Meets, each judge must turn in a Professional Involvement Form each year.  The form is available on line at � HYPERLINK "http://www.region-5.com" �www.region-5.com�.  The deadline of Sept. 1 is strict!  I can guarantee that if the form is not in by the deadline you will not get a Regional meet.


	HOWEVER, the new form is not out yet!  Before you fill it out, double check the dates at the bottom to see if it is current.  It will also say 2011 form.





TRAINING CAMP VOLUNTEER FORM





	Region 5 runs several training camps for gymnasts each year from Aug. through Nov.  Coaches and judges are asked to contribute their time and knowledge at these camps.  There are two good reasons to attend training camps.


Observation:  Region 5 has among the best gymnasts in the U.S.  Watching their training makes you a better judge.  In June I gave a proposal to the USAG Regional Board concerning  judges at training camps (found page 4).  Hopefully we can make camps a learning experience for judges, too.


Service:  The more judges are visible at clinics and camps as clinicians, the more you are seen as taking a leadership role in the Region.    When selecting the judges for Easterns and Nationals, the Regional Board looks for judges whom they consider highly competent and ones who are leaders.  Maybe that isn’t always fair, but it’s the best we have at this time.


The training camp form is available on line at � HYPERLINK "http://www.region-5.com" �www.region-5.com� and is due July 15.    





MEMBERSHIPS





Double check your memberships and other judging requirements:


NAWGJ


USAG


Safety Certification


Background check


If any memberships expire during the season, you may want to put a reminder on your calendar.





ET CETERA





Your NAWGJ membership includes insurance coverage for all meets that NAWGJ assigns.  However, if you are judging a small local meet that is not assigned by NAWGJ or if you are critiquing at a gym, you may want to consider additional insurance.  National NAWGJ has an insurance form for about $5.00 for coverage of that type.  Look under � HYPERLINK "http://www.nawgj.org" �www.nawgj.org� for information.





WHERE ARE THESE FORMS???





All forms are in one of three places:





 � HYPERLINK "http://www.nawgj.org" �www.nawgj.org� for general NAWGJ forms and to get to your Regional and State NAWGJ websites


� HYPERLINK "http://www.usa-gymnastics.org" �www.usa-gymnastics.org� for USAG national information


� HYPERLINK "http://www.region-5.com" �www.region-5.com� for regional USAG information and to get to your state websites











REGION V ALL-STAR TRIP


This year’s Region 5 All-Star Trip will be Sept. 21-28, 2010 to Slovenia and Ljibijana.  In the past a judge has been able to go along to help.  Much of the time will be spent working with gymnasts there, but there will also be time set aside for sightseeing.  The biggest drawback is cost.  Airfare is $1100 and rooms could be another $800, possibly less depending on room arrangements.  My RJD budget will give the judge chosen $500 toward expenses.  If you are a Brevet or National judge and interested please get in touch with John Geddert (check � HYPERLINK "http://www.region-5.com" �www.region-5.com�) asap.








